CHIEF BYRNES RETIRED

Had Served Over 32 Years on

New-York Police Farce.

BOARD ACTED AT HIS OWN REQUEST

Ivspector Peter Conlin Appointed
by the Commissioners as Act-

ing Chief of Police.

THREE CAPTAINS ACTING INSPECTORS

Capt. Berghold and Detectives Golden,
Crosvley, and XKush, and Surgeon

Dorn on the Retired List.

After more than thirty-two years’ service
in the Police Department, Chief of Police
Thomas Byrnes was yesterday, at his own
request, retired from sactive service and
placed on the pension roll of the depart-

ment.
This action was taken by the Police Com-
missioners at their meeting, and at the same
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disavowed hostile utterances which had been

"credited to them, the e%-Chief yesterday

placed his formal application for retirement
in the hands of Commissioner Parker, who
presented it to the board. The request
was unanimously granted.

Before the meeting there were a number
of conferences between the Commissioners.
Ex-Chief Byrnes had a private audience
with Mr. Parker, at the close of which he
handed to the Commissioners his application.
Although the hour for the meetings of the
board is 10 o’clock, it was nearly noon be-
fore the Commissioners got together in ex-
ecutive session. There had been a good deal
of traveling to and fro between the Commis-
sioners’ rooms, and it was evident that
there was something important occupying
the minds of the members of the board.

The executive session lasted until after
1 o’clock, when the doors were thrown
open, and the reporters, who had been kept
waliting outside, were allowed to enter. Com-
missioner Parker then presented Mr.
Byrnes’s application, and in doing so said:

“&Some time after the appointment of
this board, and, corsequently, after I came
into office, the Chief of Police, probably be-
cause of former official acquaintance, told
me privately if at any time the inter-
cst of the force in which he had served
for almost a lifetime, and in which he had
risen from the lowest to the highest rank,
should, in the opinion of the Board of Po-
lice, be served better by his retirement than

* by his continued presence upon it, he would
- feel it his duty not to embarrass the board

by his continued presence, but to hand them
his application for retirement.

‘““ He has stated that to me, upon not one
occasion alone, but several. In conformity
with that statement, and with the spirit he
then expressed, he handed me this morning
his application for retirement, which I wish
to present for action by the board.

“ Since this board has come into office
there have been many statements attributed

EX-CHIEERF OEK
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TEHONMNMAS BYRNES,

Retired by the Commissioners on a life pension of §3.000 a year.

time Inspector Peter Conlin, the only In-
spector of Police at present in the service,
was temporarily detailed as Acting Chief of
Police.

The board also retired Capt. Willlam C.
¥. Berghold, Detective Sergeants Timothy
Golden, Michael Crowley, and Charles Kush,
and Police Surgeon Dorn, andorefused to
retire Capt. Joseph B. Eakins, against
whom charges have been ordeied.

Capts. Cortright, Brooks, and McCullagh
were detailed as Acting Inspectors, and a
Police Civil Service Board was appointed,
to consist of Acting Chief Conlin, Acting In-
gpectors Cortright, Brooks, and McCullagh,
and Capt. Smith.

The action of ex-Chief Byrnes was not

in the nature of a surprise, because he had
intimated to his friends that he would
not remain at the head of the force if hig
occupancy of that position was not desired
by the Police Commissioners. He had ne~
wish to embarrass them in any way or ine

to its members by the press in a more or
less indirect fashion, which I am authorized
by the board. to state have been, so far as
the board is concerned, unauthosized. TUn-
der all these statements the Chief of Po-

- lice has, so far as this board.knows, re-

mained absolutely silent, which was in the
direct line of his duty as an officer.

‘“ He requests me to say to this board
that if hereafter the experience which he
has acquired in his long term of service
shall, in the judgment of the board or any
of its members, or of any future administra-
tion, enable him to aid in any degree what-
ever in the administration or elevation of
this department, he freely and cheerfully
‘tenders them his assistance.”

Chief Clerk XKipp read the application for
retirement and called the roll Each
Commissioner as his name was called voted
in the affirmative, and ex-Chief Byrnes
was retired on a pension of $£3,000 a year.
The unanimous vote of the Commissioners
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INSPECTOR PETER CONLIN.
The acting successor of ex-Chief of Police Byrne 8, retired.

terfere with any scheme they might evolve
for the reorganization of tne force. -The
Commissioners did not consult him, nor at-
tempt to avail themselves of the valuable
experience which he had gained in the serv-
{ce, and this determined Mr. Byrnes to ask
for retirement While there were rumors
of charges being made against him he would

2ot setire, but ail the Commissioners having.

for the retirement effectually disposes of
the statement which had gained circula-
tion that charges were to have been pre-
ferred against the retiring Chief. Had any
one of the Commissioners been in possession
of facts or. which tenable charges could
have ‘been based, it is not at all -probable
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CHIEF BYRNES RETIRED

Coniinucd from Iirst L'uge.

that he would bave voted to give Mr.
Byrnes a handsome pension for life.. '

AsSs soon as tlie vote on retirement was
gunouvnced the hoard iwent again into ex-
ecutive scessicn. Mrp. Byrnes and Ingpecior
Conlin were sent for. The former appearcd
before the Commissioners in pl:in clothes,
while the latter was in uniform. After half
an hour's conference the ex-Chief came
out of thce board room and went into the
Detective Bureau, where a number of the
Detective Sergeants
* Goed-bve ” to him.

The scene was affecting, and there were
*tears in the dves of some of the older men
as t'hey b}au}e farewell to their old Chief. A
feeling of rcerct at the departure of the
Chief jervaded all the departments at Po-
lice Headquarters, where Mr. Byrnes was
popular with all the employes. Throughn-
out the entire department there is the same
feeling of sadness. Chief Byrnes, while a
strict disciplinarian, was always just, par-
" ticularly to the patrolmen, and his retire-
ment from the department is much de-
plored.

While Mr. Byrnes was preparing to leave
Police Headquarters he was asked by a re-
porter for The New-York Times if he had
any statement that he desired to make to
the public. He said that he did not deslire
to make any statement at this time.

“If any statement Is to be made to the
* publie,” said Mr. Byrnes, ‘‘let the Com-
missioners make {t."”

Then Mr. Byrnes, a private citizen for the
first time in over thirty years, walked
quietly out of the Headquarters bulilding

and started to join his family at their coun-
try home on the Shrewsbury River. .

The Police Commissioners had meanwhile
_continued in executive sesslon with In-
spector Conlin. When the doors _were
opened, President Roosevelt announced that
Inspector Peter Conlin has been tem-
ﬁorarily detailed as Acting Chief of Po-
ce, and that he had been placed in charge
of the force.

Capt. Moses W. Cortright of the Eldridge
Street Station, Capt. Nicholas Brooks of
the East One Hundred and 'Twenty-sixth
Street, and Capt. John McCullagh of the
 West Thirty-seventh Street, were detailed
temporarily as Acting Inspectors. They
were relieved from the commands of their
precincts and were ordered to report to
Acting Chief Conlin. Subsequently the
Acting Chief assigned Acting Inspector
Cortright to the First District, formerly
commanded by Inspector Williams; Acting
Inspector Brooks to the Second Inspection
District, formerly commanded by Inspector
AMcAvoy, and Acting Inspector AlcCullagh
to the Third Inspection District, which
was commanded by Conlin during all his
career as Inspector.

Acting Inspector Brooks wwas appointed
g patrolman April 15, 1867, made Rounds-
man March 27, 1872, and Sergeant Nov. 29,
IS'é'S. He has been a Captain since June 30,
1887.

Acting Inspector Cortright has been in the
department since Jan. 7, 1867. He was
made Roundsman March 19, 1875, and
Sergeant July 19, 1876. He rose to the rank
of Captain Feb. 8§, 1884,

Acting Inspector McCullagh was ap-
pointed March 30, 1870. He was promoted
Roundsman Feb. 28, 1873, and Sergeant
July 19, 1876. He has been a Captain since
June 20, 1883.

Cortright and McCullagh are Republicans;
Brooks is independent in politics.

The board designated Acting Chief Con-
lin and Acting Inspectors Cortright,
Brooks, McCullagh, and Capt. Smith as a
Civil Service Examining Board for the ex-
amination of all applicants for appointment
or promotion.

Detective Sergeants Timothy Golden and
Michael Crowley were retired, at their own
request, on a pension of 351,000 each, they
having served over twenty-five years each.

Golden is one of the best-known detectives
in this country. He was sixty-five years
old vesteraay, and was appointed a patrol-
man in 1858, Previous to that he had done
duty as a special policeman during the riots
which grew out of the organization of the
Metropolitan Police in 1857. After_ serving
in the old Sixth Ward under Capt. Jourdan,
afterward Superintendent of Police, he re-
sicned in 1863, to accept the appointment
of special detective at the St. Nicholas
Hotel, This was immediately after the mur-
der of Col. Loring by Dr. Graham of New-
Orleans. The murder occurred in the St.
Nicholas Hotel. Loring was stabbed to
death by Dr. Graham, who ran a sword
cane through his body.

Golden was afterward Sergeant at.-Arms
at the City Hall during dayor Hall's ad-
ministration. He was reappointed on the
force Dec. 31, 1872, and has done detective
duty ever since. For years he has been
detailed at the branch office in Wall Street,
eand he has been connected with almost
every case of anv importance. Golden prob-
ably knows more * crooks’” and bank
thieves than any other man in the depart-
ment. He has performed valuable services
in Wall Street, and Inspector Byrnes always
recarded him as an invaluable man, '

Golden arrested Charles Beckwith and
Thomas R. Lewis, who were bookkeeper
and cashier, respectively, for Babbitt, the
soap man. They robbed Babbitt of $206,-
000. Golden spent four months looking for
Lewis, and finally caught him in London. He
also captured William R. Robinson, a mer-
chant, who, by a system of check forgeries,
swindled banks all over the country out of
nearly half a million deoilars. Golden was
after Robinson for six months, and traveled
all over South America looking for him.
He arrested him in Ric de Janeiro. In 1859,
right after he was appointed, he ran down
a murderer named William Jones, who
killed a stranger in Crowe's Rookery, which
stood at Worth and Little YWater Streets,
in the Five Points. Golden spent four
months in the search for the murderer, and
finally got him in Philadelphia. Golden has
figured in nearly all of Byrnes's big cases.
He has always been a shrewd, keen, and
capable officer. He said yesterday:

“1 am sixty-five years old to-day, and I
would want no better birthday present than
to have the Commissioners grant my peti-
tion for retirement and place me on the re-
tired list.”

Detective Sergeant Crowley had been on
the force for more than a quarter of a
century. He was a detective in the Fif-
teenth Precinct under Byrnes when he was
Captain of that precinct, and was trans-
ferred to Headquarters in March, 1881. He
was always regarded as a skillfful and
faithful man. He was noted for the dogged
persistency with which he followed up the
cases which were intrusted to him, and
which generally led to success. He enjoyed
the confidence of Chief Byrnes in an unusu-
al degree and was regarded as one of the
most competent men in the Detective Bu-
reau.

Police Surgeon John H. Dorn made appli-
cation for retirement and the application
was Iimmediately granted and the doctor
was retired on a pension of 1,500 a year.
Dr. Dorn was one of the oldest surgeons
In the force, having been in the service over
twenty-flve years.

An anonvmous communication making
charges of attempted extortion against sev-
eral men of the department was before the
beard, but the Commissioners refused to
make it public.

- A ‘committee from the doormen in the de-
partment waited on the Commissioners and
asked permission to appear before the

Mayor to-morrow {0 urge him to approve
of the bill increasing their pay. This per-
mission was refused. President Roosevelt
sald that the Police Commissioners were
“opposed to the bill and would ask the Mayor
not to approve it. President Roosevelt
made the following announcement:

«« Tor the information of persons seeKing
appointment as election officers under Sec-
tion 4, Chapter 348, Laws of 1804:
plications prior to Aug. 15 must _be made
through the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the General Committee of
each political party entitled to name: such
officers.”’ '

The City Vigilance League sent a com-
muaication to the board that it would as-
sist the Commissioners in obtaining men
of good character for appointments as
election officers.

Municipal Civil Service has detailed William
3. Bell as an examiner for the Police Civil
Service Board. This board will meet im-
mediately for organization, and it is expect-
ed that the examination of applicants for
appointment on the force will be begun
early next week. To-morrow morning the
police surgeons will begin the phyvsical
examination of applicants, 100 of the can-
didates having been notified to appear. The
examinations will continue daily. ;

President Roosevelt said yesterday that
the detailments of Inspector Conlin as Act-
ing Chief of the department and Capts.
Cortright, McCullagh, and Brooks as Acting
Insgfctors were temporary. When asked
if they were to serve on probation under
the rules adopted by the board, with a view
to appointing them permanently, he said:

‘““ We shall see later. At present the
_details are only temporary.”

It is thought that Conlin may succeed
Byrnes, and that the Captains named will
be made Inspectors, after they have served
gix months on probation,

RETIREMENT OF CAPT. BERGHOLD

'Beqnest of Cap?. Eankins Denied as
Charges Were Made Against Him.

The Police Board had a second session
last evening. Commissioner Parker, as
Chairman of the -Commitiee on Pensions,
reported that the application for retirement

All ap-.
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had gathered to say

on half pay of Capt. William C. F. Berg-
hold of the Elizabeth Sireet Station had
been approved by the committee and recom-
mended that the request be granted. The
recommendation was unanimously adopted.
Capt. Berghold will have a pension of $1,375
a year for the rest of his life.

Qapt. Berghold was born in Germany in
1838, and came to this country in his early
youth. He joined the force on Oct. 20, 1864.
I'ive years later he was made a Rounds-
man, and after serving in that capacity
for three years was promoted to be Ser-
geant., He was promoted to a Captaincy on
Sept. 13, 187S. He had a good record for
fafthful and efficient service.

The application of Detective Charles Kush
was also approved by the committee and
granted by the board. Kush was retired on

a pension of $§1,000. e had been a detective
at the Central Office since 1881.
Commissioner Parker reported adversely
on the application for retirement made by
Capt. Joseph B. Eakins of the Mercer
Strect Station. The Captain, who had spent
the day at Police Headquarters waiting for
a decision in his case, was much perturbed
at this action, and he was made still more
uncomfortable when Commissioner Parker
said that charges had been preferred against
the Captain several days ago, and after in-
vestigation by ex-Chief Byrnes and himself
the decision had been reached that formal

charges should be preferred against the

Captain, and he would be placed on trial
shortly.

committee recommended that the application
be denied.

Capt. Eakins demanded an immediate hear-
ing, and the Board went into secret ses-
sion to listen to him. The secret session
lasted fifteen minutes, and when the public
sessilon was resumed President Roosevelt
announced that after hearing Capt. Eakins
the board had determined to deny the ap-
plication, and to place the Captain on his
defense on the charges referred to by Com-
missioner Parker.

No information as to these charges was
given out for publication, but it is believed
they refer to the existence of certain disor-
derly resorts in the Fifteenth Precinct. The
charges will be served upon Capt. Eakins
to-day, and thenn they will be made public.
The recent visits of Dr. Parkhurst and
Frank Moss, counsel for the Society for the
Prevention of Crimes, to Police Headquar-
ters, were doubtless in reference to the case
of Capt. Eakins.

Mrs. Mathilde Herreman, the woman who
was brought on from Chicago to give dam-
aging testimony against several police Cap-
tains, - 1s supposed to be one of the principal
witnesses against the accused Captain.

Acting Chief Conlin reported that he had
detailed Sargt. Michael Sheehan of the
West Thirtiecth Street Station to take
charge of the Eldridge Street Station in the
place of Capt. Cortright, made Acting In-
spector; Sergt. John H. Grant of the East
One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Station, to
take charge of that precinct, in place of
Capt. Brooks, made Acting Inspector; Sergt.
Francis J. Kear of the West Forty-seventh
Street Station to take ‘command of the
West Thirty-seventh Street Station, iIn
place of Capt. McCullagh, made Acting In-
spector, and Sergt. Robert Young of the
Central Office to take command of the
Elizabeth Street Station, in place of Capt.
Berghold, retired. These details were ap-
proved by the board. The result of these
changes is that eighteen out of the thirty-
seven precincts are now in command of
Sergeants.

The retirement of Chief Byrnes has caused
consternation among the older members of
the Detective Bureau, who had served un-
der him for many years, and are, there-
fore, afraid that they will not be regarded
as useful by the man who may succeed to
the command of the detective force. It is
expected that the applications for retire-
ment from a number of these veterans will
be forthcoming. Detective Sergeants Von
Gerichten, who has been thirty-four years
on the force; Phil Reilly, who has been
thirty-two years a policeman, and John
Dunn, who has charge of the Wall
Street Bureau, and who has been in the
service thirty-five years, will probably be
the first of a batch of old detective officers
to ask to be retired.

PROPOSED TESTIMONIAL TO BYRNES

Business Men Who Would Show Their
Regard for the ex-Chief.

A prominent business man of this city,
a friend of ex-Chief Byrnes, and one who
regrets his retirement from the command of
the police forece, said to a reporter for The
New-York Times last evening: i

“One of the main reasons why Byrnes

"has been forced into retirement is the fact

|
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that some newspapers, and his personal
enemies, have continuously charged that he

paid too much attention to the men in
Wall Street, and profited by the friendship

of men of wealth. As a rnatter of fact, not
only the men of Wall Street, but the entire
business community of this city, from one
end of it to the other, the dry goods mer-
chants, the hotel keepers, the banks, and
financial institutions outside of the Wall
Street district, are all equally under obliga-

tion to him for his admirable management
of the police force.

“ 1t must be conceded that under his ad-
ministration life and property were, safer
than ever before in this city. Not alone
was Wall Street protected from the incur-
sions of thieves, but all sections of the city
alike received the benefits of protection
from depredations at the hands of crim-
inals who naturally seek large cities as
the field for their operations.’” )

“ T understand that some of the bankers
and business men who appreciate the serv-
ices of Byrnes during his long career in
the Police Department, have in contempla-
tion the presentation of a testimonial to
him, which shall be worthy of his accept-
ance, and at the same, a fitting recognition
of the value of his past services.”

SKETCH OI* THOMAS BYRNES,

He Was the Greatest Thief Taker
New-Yorlk Has Ever Xnowif.

Ex-Chief of Police Thomas Byrnes was the

greatest thief® taker this city has ever
known. Whatever tributes may be paid to
him by those who knew him intimately
while he was accomplishing the work he
did in New-York, they will be but meagre
indeed when compared with those that will
be unconsciously paid to him in the joy that
the criminal classes will feel and give ex-
pression to, now that they have no further
cause to fear him.

Mr. Byrnes was btorn in Ireland June 15,
1842, He came 10 this city with his parents
when an infant, and has lived here ever
since. He grew to young manhood In the
old Fifth Ward, where he ‘ ran with ** Hose
Company No. 21 of the old Volunteer Fire
Department, at that time quvartered in
Duane Street, He enlisted in Ellsworth's
Zouaves when the war broke out, went to
the front, and served with his regiment un-
til .it was disbanded. He then returned to
this city, and on Dec. 10, 1863, was appoint-
ed a patrolman on the police force, and as-

signed to the old Third Precinct, with sta-
tion house in Chambers Street, near wash-
ington Street.

The marked career that he made for him-
self then began, He was promoted Rounds-
man in 18865, Captain in 1870, head of the
Detective Bureau in March, 1880, and In-
spector the same year. He succeeded Su-
perintendent Murray in the Superintendency
on April 13, 1892, and rzcelved the title of
Chief under the Bi-Partisan Police bill
passed by the last Legislature.

His remarkable success as 2 conservator
of the public peace has been due largely to
ability to perceive the evils and at times the

utter uselessness of old-fashioned methods,
and to have strength and determination to

pursue new and efficient ones in the face of
adverse criticism from his superior officers,
who were unable to accept and appreciate
his ideas and methods. He seems to have
always been honest to himself and the du-
ties he set out to perform when he joined

he force.
t ISIe realized that the prevention of crime

was really
capture of criminals whom lax police meth-
ods had allowed to follow their dangerous
He became Iintimate with the
ways and personalities of criminals of all
classes, and, recognizing the value of this
knowledge, determined to turn it to ad-
vantage. In putting in practice his new
jdeas, based on a knowledge of human nat-
ure such as no former Chief of Police had
ever possessed, he suppressed crime by sup-
pressing criminals as far as. possible, -and
driving all those known to be such from the

city. He gave none of them, so far as pos-

L)

Under these circumstances the

of more importance than' the -
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sible, an opportunity to commit crime with-
in his jurisdiction. While he accomplished
much that was almost invaluable in .his

~minor positions in the force, it was not un-

til 1880 that he had an opportunity fully to

- carry out his plans and make the city the

safest in proportion to its Inhabitants in
the world. '
Upon his appointment to an Inspector-

' ship in 1880, he was placed at the head of
' the Detective Bureau and afforded an op-
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portunity to disclose his abilities.
reorganized the detective force and insti-

| tuted those means for the prevention and

detection of crime that have made his name
and reputation known the world over and

" made him feared by criminals of all grades

and nationalities. _

His methed was siumple, and its success
swwas almost instantaneous. He kept a roster
of the criminals, and they knew it. Wheth-
er as individuals or gangs, they soon

learned that all their actions -were under
surveillance, and that while contemplating

a"' ) 1 \
“\ / '.j-" 2/
—” - » »
s 3 = “‘.
. -, XY . >

A

Timoithhy Golden. _
IDetective Sergeant retired after long service.

and planning crime they were as liable
to be arrested as though the act had al-
ready- been committed. He compelled the
criminals to be always ready to give ac-
count of their doings,.-and had them before
him many times to do so. He bred and fos-
tered a suspicion among them the effect of
which was that they failed to trust their
fellows, and never at any time felt certain
that their plans were not made known to
their enemy. By these means he destroyed
the most desperate gangs of criminals and

He then:

sent their members to prison or drove them

. from the city. He classed criminals accord- -

ing to their ability to perform crimes, tab-

ulated them and their work, whether done

" here or abroad, and seldom failed to find
. them where his matured judgment deter-

mined they would be apt to be.
His detectives knew that so long as they
performed their duty well they would be

protected, and that no person of influence
would be allowed to interfere with them if
he could possibly prevent it. They also
knew that no useless or dishonest men
could remain in the ranks of the detective
force after he took charge of it.

After enrolling the city’s criminals and
making his detectives familiar with most of
them, he set out in the first instance to
clear Wall Street and its neighborhood of
those who had levied tribute on the finan-
cial centre of the city. He established a
headquarters in the Stock Exchange Build-
ing, placed his detectives, and notified the
criminals who had been accustomed to
commit crimes down town that they would
be arrested if found below John Street.
His success was immediate and thorough.
No great crime has been committed by an
outside criminal in 'Wall Street or its neigh-
borhood since Mr. Byrnes established his
detective bureau there. Millions in securi-
ties and cash are now carried through the
streets there with no fear of having them
stolen. It was the good work that he did
there and the feeling of security that it
gave to the financial magnates that led to
their friendship for Mr. Byrnes, and en-
abled him, through *‘‘ opportunities’ that
‘they'gave him, to become wealthy. ,

. His first great success—he had many less
important ones almost from his first day on
the force—was when, as a police Captaln, he

. ran down, captured, and convicted some of

| opinion, thoroughly understand themselves,” '

the Manhattan Savings Institution burglars.
Of the 82,747,700 stolen at that time the
Savings Iastitution recovered all but $60,000,
a loss that was Infinitesimal when the vast
amount taken is considered. For this he
was promoted to the Inspectorship.

The daring and dangerous criminals he
convicted or drove from the city were
many. Bank burglars, bank sneak thieves,
forgers, panel-house thieves, confidence
men, &c., were almost entirely driven from
the city, or compelled to forego their vo-
cations here. Whether as Inspector, Super-
intendent, or Chief. those over whom he
had control always Knew that he cared for
their iInterests and ohly asked that they
be true to their duty and that which he
.asked them to do. His announcement
when assuming the otfice of Superintendent
was typical of the man. He said:

‘“T am entirely free from and untram-
meled by party obligations. I am not a
member of any political organization, nor
have I ever been such; consequently in the
performance of my duty I shall have but
one supreme object, the proteciion of life
and property; the prevention and suppres-
sion of crime, and, above all, the enforce-
ment of the laws without fear or favor
%ﬁainst whomsoever may be found violating

em.’”’ '

‘With a confidence in his men and a re-
ciprocal confidence on their part it was not
a difficult matter for him to apprehend
lawbreakers and succeed in having themn
convicted.

He broke up the ‘“ Why-oh' gang, the
‘*“ Butcher Cart’» gang, the McGloin gang,
and other gangs that were a constant
menace to life and property. He rid the
city of “Red” Leary, *“Jack”™ Walsh,
“ Billy " Train, ‘“ Jimmy’’ Burns, George
Wilkes, *“ Abe’ Cokely, * Al ‘Wilson,
‘* Charley ' Becker, »McGloin, and others,
all of whom were the most eminent in their
classes of erime in the city. .

Col. Howard Weeks, who had for a long
time been engaged in writing threatening
anonymous letters to Jay Gould, he cap-
tured after weeks of thought and the fail-
ure of many plans. The day that he caught
Welis he had 200 men watching to see him
post a letter that he led Wells to write
by inserting a ‘'‘ personal’ in a daily paper.
The ex-Chief was a man of so many cxpe-
dients and such extensive experience that
what he set out to accomplish he seldom
failed in.

He once said:

‘“Few or no men, in my

- and working upon the principle, and the
" knowledge that crime causes men to live

without their normal spheres, he applied,
successfully, principies for detection that
none of his predecessors had ever used. He
was not a great believer in force, and never
used it to compel criminals to confess or
implicate thelr associates in crimes for
which they had been arrested. He ac-

complished much by working upon their

fear, ¥nd the small portion of their con- .

sclences that they had remaining. As he
did not use force to accomplish his pur-
pose with criminals, except when neces-
sary in arresting them, so he abolished the
use of the long night sticks during the
hours of the day, and practically broke up
the habit of promiscuous clubbing that the
force had gotten into. It was said at the
time that order could not be maintained
without the usc of the sticks, but he proved
that the little billies with which he re-
placed them was all that the force needed
to carry.

Mr. Byrnes was bold and independent as

a police officlal, and for many years lived |
in the broad glare of publicity. In his own ]

.$phere he was master, and although his
course made for him many enemies, he
never deviated from what he thought to
be the proper performance of his duty.

CAREER OF ACTING CHIEF CONLIN

He Has Been on the FPolice Forxree for

Twenty-six Yenrs.,

Acting Chief Peter Conlin was born in
this city on April 15, 1841. He was edu-
cated in the.public schools, .and was gradu-
ated from Grammar School No. 4, located
then, as now, in Rivington Street. When

the civil svar broke out, Conlin enlisted as.

a private in the Twelfth Regiment, New-
York State Militia, which was commanded
by Gen. Daniel Butterfield. After serving

with this regiment for three months, Con-

lin was commissioned as Second Lieutenant
of Company E,- Sixty-ninth Regliment, at
that time inciuded in the Irish Brigade.

With this regiment he took part in the
battles of Fair Oaks, Galnes’'s Mill, Will-

jamsburg, White Qak Swamp, and Malvern
Hill. At the last engagement he was se-
verely wounded. His health gave way, and
he was compelled to resign after he had at-
tained the Captaincy of his company.

*After the close of the war, Conlin was
appointed Deputy Collector of Internal Rev-
enue for the Second District of Louisiana.

| He lost this position by-a change of Admin-
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‘{stration, and -then -he came_ North and
.started a hotel at Newburg, N.' Y. ‘This
‘yenture did not prove a success, and Con-
lin returned to this city. Through the in--
fluence of the well-known actor, William
Florence, who was his half-brother, he was
appointed -a patrolman-on July 29, 1869. He
was sent to the Fourteenth (now the Tenth)
Precinct, then commanded by Capt. Ed-
ward Walsh. The district was the rendez-
vous for rough characters and gamblers,
and thieves abounded in it. .

Conlin served a good apprenticeship in
this precinct, and in July, 1870,"was trans-
ferred to the City Hall Precinct, and was
made a member of the Ordinance Squad.
Two years later, on Dec. 6, 1872, he was

made a Roundsman, and was promoted to
a Sergeantcy on July 19, 1876. His promo-
tion to Captain followed on Feb. 8, 1884

"He was then sent to command the High

Bridge police, and remained there until
August, 1886, when he succeeded Capt. John
Sanders in command of the East Eighty-
eighth Street Station.

Conlin was made Inspector by Police
Commissioner Voorhis on Aug. 9, 1889, the
same day that ex-Inspector Williams was
promoted to that position, and wag placed
in charge of the Third Inspection District.
The fact that Williams and Conlin were
appointed on the same day gave rise 1o a
controversy between them as to which was
the senior in rank, and therefore at that
time entitled to the' position and pay of
Chief Inspector. The question was deter-
mined in favor of Conlin, but by the time;
the contest was decided the position of
Chief Inspector, which had been originally
made for Inspector Byrnes, had been abol-
ished by the Legislature. Conlin now has
a suit pending against the city for the dif-
ference between the salary of Inspector
—$3,500 per year—and that_ of Chief In-
spector—3$5,000—for the period during which
he was denied the rank of Chief Inspector
by the Comrissioners. ) .

Acting Chief Conlin Is of medium height,
and of slight build. He has a sallow com-
plexion and light-blue eyes. He is noted for
his politeness and suavity. He is married,
and lives with his family at 127 West One
Hundred and Thirtieth Street.

DR. PARILTHURST IS SATISFIED.

His Warfare Has Been Against Byraes
as an Official, He Says.

Asked what he thought of Chief Byrnes's
retirement yvesterday, Dr. Parkhurst said:

‘« The result satisfies me and' gratifies me.
My warfare, however, has not been against
Mr. Byrnes as a man, but as an official,

and, now that he has ceased to be an offi-
cial, it seems 'to me that for me to pass any
further comment upon the matter would be
both unwarranted and undignified.”

POLICE MUST SIGN CIRCULARS.

Reguired to Say Whether They Belong

to Any Sort of Organization.

Hive thousand circulars were sent out rrom

Police Headquarters yesterday to the differ-
ent station houses which must be signed by
every member of the department.

The circulars, when returned to the board,
must state whether or not the signer be-
longs to any organization, social, political,
or benevolent. The name or names of such
organizations must be given. The circulars

must be returned before June 1. They are
sent out in accordance with the resolution
recently adopted by the board to the effect
that all members of the department must
have no connection or membership with any
political clubs.

The police will, of course, be allowed to
hold membership in benevolent associations,
such as the Knights of Honor. or Ancient
Order of Hibernians, but the Police Board
will reserve the power of determining
whether or not any social clubs with which
policemen claim membership have any po-
litical membership. If they are not members
of any clubs or associatiofis the signers
must so state in the circulars. ‘
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